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W.R DEPLETMENT
tion changed HE..DQULRTERS .AMY .IR FORCES
e p— W.SHINGTON
. A. BRADUNAS, Lt. Col., )
. M. MUENCH, Capt., AC / .- . SESSING =i REP

"ORT..NT ; ‘This report will b> compiled in triplicete by czch Army Aiir
' Foreces organization within 48 hours of the time an eireraft
is officially reported missing.

ORGWNIZLTION: Location j=- 15 : Command or .ir Forcellinth Romber:comd
Group_387th Bomb Gp 3 Squadron_ 558th Domb Sletechment -
2. SFICIFY: Point of Deporture_fA=15 ; Course

Qo gourse .
Intended Destination_guerdou, Jrance jType of lission __Qperational

3., WELTHER CONDITIONS ..ND VI"IBILITY T TLE OF GR..SH OR WHEN I.a.ST moam

" Glm‘ o) Date ¥ %m il
of last known whereabo of missing sirer:ft Wap coord.N046049To NOGGO“
(b) Specify .hether ( ) Ls=t Sighted; ( ) Last contectad by Radio;
( ) Forees Down; (X) Seen to Creshjor ( ) Information net availsbla.
5. AIRCR.FT V.S LOST, OR IS HELIEVED TO H.VE BEEN LOST, AS A RESULT OF (Check oniy
ene ( ) Enomy aircreft; (X) Enemy Antiwiireraft; ( ) Other Circumstances es

follows
8. AIRCR.FTT Typo, hodes ond Jerios B—‘zgg§§ ‘ A.L.F, Jorisl Number 3§-U0USE
7. ENGINES: Type, iodel cnd SeriesR- =43 AAF. Sorisl Nu:ubo:-'la
(5)RE-060884 (eWIcK name of plane(ayLit Ay =1 cony"
8, INSTLLLED WELPONS (Furnicrh below ioke, Typs and Sorial Numbnr See Attached list,
(s) ;3 (b) ; (e) ; (a)
() ; (1) ; (&) 3 (n)
9. THE TERSONS LISTED EELOW WEFC FEFORTID St (a] Bettlo Casuslty
or (b! W s

10, NULIBER OF FERSONS 4ABOARD AIRCR.LFT: Orew & _; Passengers_ Q Totnl [
(3Sterting with pilot, furnish the following partioulare Ir nore than 10
persons wers cboard sirereft, list similey porticulars on separate shost
end sttach originsl to this tor::}.

1. Pilot
.I

10 A WAL W kW WG T
11: IDENIIFY EBLOW TH.SS PLROONS WHO LRE BELIGVED 10 H.VS LiST KNOWLEDGS OF 4IRGRAFT,

AND CHECK .FPROFRI..TE COLIAN TO IIDIC.TE BASIS FCR &J&
S contactad Saw
Neme in Full Least Saw Foreed

. (Last Nome First)  Benk  Numbor !.n_di Sightod li_nr s Lending
; 1. _Xling, D) J o
P T 71T ) 0 X
3.
12, IF FERSONIEL RS IELIZIVED TO HLVE SU'R?I\'KD ANSWEIR YES TO OiC OF THE FOLLOWING

STLIE.ENTS: (e) Ferschutes were used X (b) Persons wero saen walking away
from seeno of erash____; or (o) Any Dthul‘ reason (Spaoify)

18, .TT.0H ERILL iHOTOGR.LI'H, MaP; CH.RT, or SKUTGH, SHOVING PTROXINATE LOCLTION
WHZRE oIRCRLIFT in$ L.ST =N,

lée LITACH SYEGIINSSS DSSCRIPIION GF CRLSH, FORCED L..DING, OR OTHER OIROUISTANCTS
PERTLINING TO MISSLC LIRCRJT. X

15, .TT.CH 4 DESCRIPTION OF THE EXTENT OF ST.RCH, {F XY, .ND OIVE NG, RNK, .2\
SERI.L NUMESER OF OFFIOR IN CH.RGE FIRE

-Erel i
Inel-1-Gun-gerial Numbers m“(-"{% a’ m m..'ﬁ
B Inol 2-Bye-titaes Kling 2 X o ps
o0 8- #ye-tijkhess T/Sct lilles \gnsture of Propering Officer
s
el
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EYE WITNESS ACCOUNT BY SGT PEILIP M. KLING

Flying as Radio gunner on Lt Millers crew, Just after we had
reached the I.P. we were met with a heavy conseatretion of flack.

I noticed that the right engine of Lt Jordans' ship was afire. The
location of his ship at that time was low to the left behind us.

Lt Jordan's plane coatinued on level flight but seemed to be lusing
speed and altituade., I then saw the plane dive, it appeared to be
out of coulsc’), Juet after the plane went into the dive I saw one
chute open. 7 followed the plene dowa and =saw it crash in a woods.
There was a terrific flash and the entire plane was enveloped in

flames.
{/D,/u '4”1 e A ) o % y 2

Philip M. Kling, SGT
ASN 33720342




EYE WITNESS ACCOUNT BY T/SGT HUBERT MILLER

Flying as radio gunner with Lt Wilson's crew. Our plane,with that

¢f Lt Jordan's, was located in the low box. We were off the right
wing of Lt Jordan. Just as we reached the I.P. I noticed an objeot
flash past my waist window. I then saw the right engine of Lt Jordan
ship afire. The plane was in a shallow dive. I then noticed a ¢gaute
open. Our altitude at that time was about 10500 ft. When I last saw
that ship it was still in a shallow dive at about 8000 ft.

Hubert E. Miller, T/sgt
ASN. 17011141
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HEADQUARTERS, ARMY AIR FORCES ; “
WASH((QTON 1“5!L :

1 October 1945

SUBJECT:  Staff Sergeart Donald R. Ball. 39127841

T0¢ Lieutenant Herbert A. Jorcan, 020452% Y T

ok | e a &
1020 AAF Base Unit / # A araldd. o S

$j,v. S—l'{‘ -/(‘I"l”

Yiemi Reach, Flarida

1, This headguarters is in receipt of s request for the de-
teils of death and burial of Staff Sergeant Doneld R. Ball, killed
over France, 2 August 19.4.

2. Request thet all information in your possession, concerne
ing subject, crash of plane, and entire crew, be forwarded this head-
quarters with least practicable delay.

EY COMMAND OF GENERAL ARNOLD:

V. ob K4

N. W, REED

Major, Air Corps

Chief, Notification Se~tion
Personsl Aff.irs Brane:s

Personnal Services Div_.lom, AC/AS-1

ADDRESS mEr .. vou COMMANDING GFNERAL ARI-T AIR FORCTS WASHINCTON 29, 6, €




Ref: AFPPA-8-MA

The kzlow ligted crew members were on that fateful
mission, August 28, 1944, in a Martin Mareuder B-26 (Mod=l B-55)
Army Air Forees Sarial Numbar 42-96033 und nam~d "Lil' Itechy Itehy".
These craw members were atiisohad to 558 Bombardment Squedron, 387
Bombardmsnt Group (M) of the Ninth Air Foree. A.P.0. 140.

1st Li, Herbert A. Jorden Mrs. James A. Jordan (Mother)
Pilot Ganeral Delivery,
Camilla, Teaxas
1lst Lt, Earl J. Seagars Mrs. Hilda G. Seagars, (Mother)
0-689095 217 South Jeunita Avegua,
Co-Pilot Redcndo Beach, California
T/Sgt. Berjeamin F. Powsll Mrs. Nency A. Powell, (Mothar)
17060315 920 South 18th Street
Fnlisted bombardier Kansas City, Kansas
T{Sgt. Gaorgs E. Ries Mrs. Meris A. Ries, (Mother)
3328352R 604 South Mathilda Strest,
Radioman-Guunar Pistsburgh, Pannsylvania
S/Sgt. Howard 2. Michas. Mrs. Thelma I, Michaal,  (Wifa)
39549959 1286 South Rebagcu Straast,
Enginear-Gunner Pomona, California.
LY
8/Sgt. Donald R. Ball Mrs. Elizabeth R, Ball, (Mother¥
30127851 1271 Louisiana Sirest,
Tailgunner Valajo, California
o Interrogaticn request |
f d 1
\zu:-.u, Donald R. 30127851.5/Sgt. WACK 5613 ;
Letter written by Mabel Akins Sep. 28, 1945 "

Benjamin F, Powell
Earl J, Seagars
Heroert A, Jordan
. HDlakeley

nneth A, Irower
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The balow namsd officers ware avadeas who gave in-
formation to ms in London as they were living in a fermhouse near
the scene of the csash:

Fipgt Lisutenant Bdwin Blakeiy, 0810298
48 Colchagtar Avenus
Barlington, Vt.
Yormerly sttached to:
5§13 Fightar Squadron
405 Fightar Group
England

First Lisutenant Kennsth A. Browsr 0-674129
Former navigator with 6th Air Force

(Home Address Unknowa)




Staff Ssrgeant Donald R, Ball 39127851

Sargeant Ball joined our crew as serial gunnar
in July, 1944, while station~d at Chipping Onger, England.
Towards the =nd of July, 1944, the 387 Bombardment Group moved
to Stony Cross, near Bournamouth, England. On August 26, 1944
ths Bombardment Group moved %0 Flight Strip A~15 at the town of
St. Plarra-Englise, about five milas north of Cherbourg, France.

On August 28, 1944, at 5:00 the group took off
on a mission to bambard a targst north-sast of Ameins, Freana,

As the group flaw north of Ameins and started
its turn toward the sast, the formation was subjacted {2 sn
approximata six-gun battery of accurate snemy anti-aireraft
fire,

Our plan~ was shaken up by ons near-miss close
to the tail and seconds later receivaed u burst of fiak approximate-
ly under the bomb-bays. Both sngines ran away and wars unabls
to be controllad from the cockpit,

The co-pilot was flying end the pilot was try-
ing to =stablish radio contact with the threes gunners in the tail
s~ction when the right apngine dmrst into flames., The ship then
started to roll over onto its right side and both pilot and eo~
pilot attampted single angine trimming to prevent this. A4 call
was given to sbandon ship and the snlisted bombardier reported
that they were leaving the aireraft.

The bombardisr salvoad the bombs and proceaded
to the navigators compartment. As co-pilot, I laft my position
and stepped in the navigators section, looksd aft to the tail
section and seesing no movament of the craw station~d there
surndsed that they had already left. Again I checked the pilot
who was leaving his seat, stepped into th- bomb-bay and fell fres,
The hombardisr followed after me,

From latar reports by our wing-man, First Lt.
Morrill B, Wilson (whose dddress is} 204 Archway, Apt. #1, Austin,
Texas) the plans vas seen to noss=dive, roll ovar into an invarted
epin end bura until it disappserad from sight.

Just bafors reaching the ground by parachute, I
vitnessed the crash of the burzing plane into a woodad area, and
while hiding out in a wooded section, I could hear the minor
explosions and burniang ammnition for several hours.




Lisutenant Jordan and Ssrgeant Powsll who para-
chuted out safaly were capturesd acd taken prisonsrs of war. Thair
addresses will be found on a following page.

After avading and returning to U.S5.S5.T.A.F. in
London, I met Firet Lisutensnt Edwin Blakely and First Lisutenant
Eannatbh A, Browsr who ware hidden in a farmhouse n~ar the sosne of
the ¢rash, The French pecple that they were living with brought
back three dog-tags from the wreckage. Liesutenant Blakely (as I
was t0ld) turned these dog tags into the Intelligsnce Section of
Headquartears, United Kingdom, Central District, Bas~ APO 413, U, S.
‘w.

Iisutenant Blakely had copied the names and addresses
from these dog tegs and I confirmed that they were membars of our
craw, Lisutenant Blakely stated that the bodias wers burisd in a
church graveyard near the town of Battancourt, (District of the
Somme) Frence.

Tha thres bodies were of:

Tech. Sargeant George B, Riz=s
Staff Sargesnt Howard E, Michael
Staff Sergeant Donald R. Ball




217 South Jeunita Avenue
Redondo Bsach, California

8 Octobmr 1945

¥ REF. TO: AFPPA-8-MA
SUBJECT: Staff Sergeant Donald R, B21l, 39127851
T0: Commanding Genaral

' Army Air Foroes

Washington 25, D. 0.

1. Attached herato is the informatio: requested
regarding the orew and facts poriaining to the death ¢f Staff
Sergeant Ball,

2. If any furtk.. material assistance or information
is neaded, shall be bappy to ecomply. i

Baclosures: 4




HEADQUARTERS, ARMY AIR FORCES
WASHINGTON

w rarLy nemn o AFPPA- 8- MA
1 October 1945

SUBJECT: Staff Sergeant Donald R, Ball, 39127851

T0: Lieutenant Kenneth A, Brower, 0674129
2517 AAF Base Unit
Ellington Field, Texas

1. This headquarters is in receipt of a request for the details
of death and burial of Staff Sergeant I'onald H, Ball, killed over
France, 28 August 1944.

2. Request that all information in your possession, concern-
ing subject, be forwarced this headquariers with least practicable
delay.

BY COMMAND OF GENERAL ARNOLDs

7. A L d

N. W, REED

Najor, Air Corps

Chief, Notification Section
Personal Affairs Branch

Personal Services Division, AC/AS-1

o

ADDRESS REPLY TO: COMMANDING GENERAL, ARMY AIR FORCES, WABHINGTON s, D. C.
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; WASHINGTON 28, D. C.

OFFICIAL BUSINESS

Aruy Air Forces
¥ashington 25, D, C.
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29 December 1945

98 e e
SUBJECT: Staff Sgt. Donald R. Ball 39127851

byl t Chief, Notification Section
Personal Affeir Branch
Personnel Services Division, AC/AS-1

1, In reply to letter, Subject same as above, Hdqrs Ammy Air Porces,
dated 3 December 1945, reference AFPPA-8-MA, the following statement is
submitteds .

2, On August 28, 1944, I was flying as pilot on a B-26 (medium)
bomber, on the crew of which S/Sgt. Donald R. Ball was gunner. At approxi-
mately 2030 hours we reached the Initial Point, and turned for our run om
the target, This was located 15 to 20 miles north by northwest of Amiens,
France. We ercountered enemy ground fire ("Flak") at this point, which
was moderately intense, and accurate. The plane received a direct hit in
the right wing and right side of fuselsuge. This stopped the rignv engine
and knocked out the controls, also the right wing and engine started buin-
ings The plans started down in a spiral, out of contrel. I worked with
trim tabs, but they were also knocked loose. I then cut off the power ot
the left engine and the plane quit spiraling and headed almost straight
dom,., I gave the bail out order, and turned on the emergency bell. Lt.
Seagars out of his seat to check on the crewman in the rear of the
plane. e bombardier opened the bombay doors and jettisoned the load of
bombs, He them came out of the nose and bailed out through the hembay
when I first gave the bailout order, one of the crewman in the rear of
the plane acknowledged the order on the interphone, but immediately after-
wards the interphone became inoperative. I remained in my position until
the plane was down to apprximately three or four thousand feet. The cock~
pit was then so full of smoke until breathing was difficult. I then tried
to open the nose wheel escape hatch, but the hatch was jammed, and I bailed
out through .he bombay doors. I hit the ground within a few seconds of
opening my parachute. 1 was captured immediately, and taken to the scene
of the crash when the airplane had burned. I was loaded on a truck from
there and was taken to a Uerman S, S, Hdgrs., The Oerman Officers thr¢ .
took me to the Headquarters were wearing black uniforms, and I lecrneu
later that they were members of the S. S. The treatment they gave was
harsh and brutal, Thres days later I was taken to Amiens, Trance and put
in a temporary prisoner of war prison., There I met my bowbardier, 7/Sgt
Benjamin F, Powell, He was the first member of my crew I had seen or heard
from. Sgt. Powell likewise had no news of any of the crew. From Amiens
w3 were taken to Germany where Sgt. Powell ind I were separated. I was
later sent to Stalag Luft 1 where I remained until the war was over,




After liberztion I was sent back to France to await transportation to the
United States. I visited the 387 Bomb Group and learned that Lt., Seagar
had evaded and sscapeg, and had raturned ta tha liniced Stetas. T had no
further information on the crew until I returned to my home. While there
I received a letter from Mrs, Klisabeth Ball, mother of S/Sgt. D, R, Ball,
in which she said S/Sgt Ball had been declared dead.

3. The German wio captured the undersigned were very angry and
displayed much contempt for Air Iorce prisoners. It is the opinion of the
undersigned that they were probably responsible for the death of S/Sgt
Ball,

Hudeot 2

HERBERT A. 0-2045253
1lst Ilt.. Air &rp.
Training Squadron “I%
Turner FMeld, Georgia




